V24121 Wall clock with barometer

1800-1825

h 120, w 30.5, d 12

Signed on dial 'Dawes'

By Dawes, England

John Dawes from Whitehaven was a clockmaker who also manufactured barometers and since this clock has the unique feature of incorporating a barometer in a clock, it might be by him. Another Dawes barometer-clock is mentioned in N. Goodison, English Barometers (London 1969), but nothing is said about his whereabouts.

The movement has a wooden case. The brass silvered dial plate has a large hand showing the minutes (5-60, divided in 60 parts). Attached to this hand is a small dial which shows the hours (1-12) and which is rotated every hour by a small pin on the dial plate. The other hand shows the air pressure in inches of mercury (28-31, each divided in ten) and the weather prediction (S-VD, i.e. from stormy to very dry). This hand is regulated by the barometer mounted at the back plate of the movement. 

The weight-driven movement is regulated by a dead-beat anchor escapement after Graham and only has a going train with five wheels. When the winding key is inserted maintaining power is achieved by a lever. The spring-suspended pendulum is a mercury filled glass tube (to achieve temperature compensation) with a lead-filled brass bob at the end. Duration is eight days. 

Dawes, John

John Dawes was a clock and watch maker at 4 Queen St. Whitehaven in 1829. Apparently Dawes also made barometers.

Hans Hooijmaijers, July 2005

